
   

 

 

LITHGOW CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

FINANCE AND SERVICES COMMITTEE 
MEETING OF COUNCIL 

TO BE HELD AT 

THE ADMINISTRATION CENTRE, LITHGOW 

ON 
 

04 FEBRUARY 2008 

AT 7.00pm 

   

 



   

 

 

AGENDA 

 
 
 
PRESENT  
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REGIONAL SERVICES REPORTS 

ITEM:2 REG - 17/12/07 - UPPER MACQUARIE COUNTY COUNCIL - 
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2007 WEEDS REPORT  

 
REPORT FROM: GROUP MANAGER REGIONAL SERVICES - ANDREW MUIR 
 
SUMMARY 
To advise of the most recent Upper Macquarie County Council Weeds Report. 
 
COMMENTARY 
Attached are the reports from the Chief Weeds Officer of Upper Macquarie County 
Council for October, November and December 2007. 
 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. The Chief Weeds Officer’s Report for October, November and December 2007 
 (Doc.385756 and 372427). 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the information be received. 
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ITEM:3 REG - 04/02/08 - GRANTS COMMISSION AUDIT  
 
REPORT BY: OPERATIONS MANAGER – S. DARLINGTON 
 
REFERENCE 
NIL 
 
SUMMARY 
This report provides details of the recently completed NSW Grants Commission audit of 
road and bridge length data. 
 
COMMENTARY 
The NSW Local Government Grants Commission requires councils to submit an annual 
return of bridge and road length for each Local Government Area (LGA). The data 
provided then forms the basis of a calculation to provide councils with the roads 
component of the annual federal Financial Assistance Grant. 
 
As part of the review of it’s asset database, Council’s Operations staff recently completed 
a full audit of road and bridge length data for the LGA. This internal audit resulted in a 
significant increase in the identified road and bridge length. 
 
It therefore came as no surprise when these figures, after being submitted to the 
Department of Local Government in September 2007, were the subject of a 
Departmental audit in November 2007. The result of the Departmental audit 
subsequently verified Council’s internal audit. In fact, through an interpretation of 
definitions, the Departmental audit further increased both the total bridge and total road 
length. The table below summarises the audit results.  
  
GRANTS COMMISSION RETURN     
     AUDIT  
LOCAL ROADS 2006/2007  2007/2008  Amended 07/08 
URBAN 206.9  214.6  214.64  
NON URBAN SEALED 202.7  229.5  235.25  
NON URBAN UNSEALED 361.5  423.8  423.77  
TOTAL URBAN 771.1  868.0  873.66  
       
BRIDGES/CULVERTS 2006/2007  2007/2008  Amended 07/08 
CONCRETE/STEEL  (m) # (m)   
URBAN 10 229.6 13 263.9 12 234.3 
NON URBAN SEALED 6 144 8 289.8 11 323.8 
NON URBAN UNSEALED 7 86.7 5 123 8 179.1 
       
TIMBER       
URBAN 0 0 0 0 0 0 
NON URBAN SEALED 1 26 1 20 4 85.2 
NON URBAN UNSEALED 2 13.4 5 30.9 6 55.3 
TOTAL 26 499.7 32 727.6 41 877.7 
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The Departmental auditor, in his report, stated that the quality of both the road and 
bridge length data is now considered to be good. The result of this audit, being the 
significant increases in the road and bridge length, will flow through to an increase in 
Council’s roads component grant, which is currently $821,510.  
 
The preparation of the Management plan for 2008 – 2011 will include a program of 
capital expenditure reflecting the identified roads component of the Financial Assistance 
Grant. The exact quantum of the increase in funding as a result of the improved audit 
results is not known at this time, but it should be in the range of  
5%- 8% 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The increase in road and bridge length will result in an increase in the funding for the 
roads component of the Federal Assistance Grant 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the report on the Grants Commission audit be noted. 
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ITEM:4 REG - 04/02/08 - RECOVERY OF LOW USAGE PAYPHONE - 25 
WILLIWA ST, PORTLAND  

 
REPORT BY:     STRATEGIC ENGINEER – LEANNE KEARNEY 
 
REFERENCE 
Finance and Services Committee meeting of 3 September 2007 
 
SUMMARY 
Details of the response received from Telstra for the recovery of the payphone at 25 
Williwa Street, Portland. 
 
COMMENTARY 
At it’s Finance and Services Committee meeting held on Monday, 3 September 2007, 
Council resolved to oppose the proposed removal of the payphone at 25 Williwa Street, 
Portland, and to lobby the Federal Member to seek to have the phones maintained. 
 
Council has now received correspondence from Telstra in response to its objection to the 
removal of the payphone.  Telstra advise that they have conducted a final evaluation of 
this project, including a ninety (90) day public and customer consultation period, where 
the only submission regarding this proposal came from Council. 
 
Full consideration has been given to Council’s submission, however, as there is another 
payphone located within close proximity, the lack of patronage and cost of maintaining 
the equipment, Telstra have determined to proceed with the removal of this payphone.  
Accordingly, the removal programme commenced during December 2007. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the information be received. 
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ITEM:5 REG - 04/02/08 - DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION 
APPROVALS  

 
REPORT FROM: GROUP MANAGER REGIONAL SERVICES – ANDREW MUIR 
 
SUMMARY 
To provide statistical information on Development Applications and Construction 
Certificates processed. 
 
COMMENTARY 
The following table indicates Development Applications and Construction Certificates 
approved in the period between Finance and Services Committee Meetings.    A full list 
of individual applications received and approved is made available to Councillors and the 
press. 
 
 Minor 

Developm
ent 

Approvals 
(including 
carports, 
garages 

and 
patios) 

A 

Dwelling 
Approvals 

 
 
 
 
 

B 

Dwelling 
Addition 

Approvals 
 
 
 
 

C 

Other 
Residential 

Applications 
(including 

Dual 
Occupancies, 

Flats 
D 

Rural 
Subdivision 
Approvals 

 
 
 
 

E 

Residential 
Subdivision 
Approvals 

 
 
 
 

F 

Commercial
/Industrial 
Approvals 

 
 
 
 

G 

Total 
Applications 

Received 

Jan  
2008 

24 8 6 0 1 1 3 36 

Feb 
2008 

        

         
         
         
         
* includes Approvals from 10/12/2007 TO 25/01/2008 
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Total Estimated Cost: $73,321,3
Average Approval Time              18 days 

12 

Total Cost of Approvals from 10/12/2007 $73
o. of Applications from 10/12/2007 to 25/01/08 36 

,321,312 
N
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the information is received. 



 04 February 2008 
AGENDA – FINANCE AND SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING OF COUNCIL   

12 

 
 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Nil. 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
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